By Ravi LADDUwaHETTY

Sri Lankan born 32
year old Avurveda doc-
tor, medical lecturer,

author and researcher living
in the German city of Cologne
has undertaken to whitewash
the Ruwanvaliseya Chaitiva
premises out of personal say-
ings which eould be succinct-
Iy and candidly be described
as a labour of love.

i Jayanath Abeywickre-
ma, in completine thie proj-
eel, has also reached another
milestone in that this is the
first and only time that the an-
nual white washing of the stu-
pa has been completed well
ahead of the stipulated time,
which is usually Vesak. "It
was with the joy of doing this
great merit and to serve the
pinnacle of Buddhism - the
Ruwanveliseva and it was my
ambition and target to com-
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plete the project prior to cook-
ing milk rice for the Sinhala
New Year”, he told Mirror
Life in an interview at the
site, 2

He =zaid that this was one
childhood ambition he had
and believed that he could do
the project at a time there was
no one willing to do it or
when there was a lack of
funds. He had intimated his
willingness to embark on the
project to the Chief Prelate of
the Ruwanweliseya Ven. Pal-

am doing this feat alone
which will enincide with the
2550th Buddha Jayanthi”. Tt is
indeed poignant that Tam do-
ing this alone sinee King Bha-
thikabaya did it 28 consecu-
tive times while King Sad-
dhatissa did it during the pe-
riod after King Dutugemu-
nu,” he said.

The chromicles and philoso-
phers believe that a good ma-
jority of the relics of the Lord
Buddha are enshrined at the
Ruwanmeliseya along with

legaina-Hamarathana Thesa.tha relins.of-thesi-principa]

dn- March 2005, a=full vear
ahead . Later the monk told
him that there was no one to
embark on the project and
even funds were not availa-
ble. He had visited the Minis-
try of Buddha Sasana four
times and the Ministry toodid
not have the funds or a spon-
sO1

“This is indeed a momen-

tous occasion for me where I

monks of  the Buddha such as
Arahants Sariputta, Mogalla-
na, Maha Kashyvapa, Seevali ,
Bhakkula and Angulimala. It
is also said that there were 9.8
million Arahants who were
worshipped by King Dutuge-
munu while he built the Ru-
wanmeliseya in 5th Century
AD

The project

The project was com-
menced on February 8 at ‘an
auspicious time and was com-
pleted on March 19
The .

The white washing opera-
tions have been conducted by
the 74 year old father D.A. Ku-
marasinghe and his two sons
Kumarage Sumith (34) Ku-
marage Sampath (28) from
Walallawita in the Kalutara
Lhistrict, who have conducted
the job for the last 17 consecu-

tive years The entire team
had 60 members
Kumarasinghe told Mirror
Life that this was the first
time that the Pesawalalu (Bas-
al Rings) were cleaned which
also include the scraping and
the sand papering which took
amere ten days.
Kumarasinghe and his two
sons echoed in unison that
they had to weather many a
constraint to combat the dist
of the old chaitiva from go-
ing to their eves while scrap-
ing the Chaitiva and the Eth
Pawura. They were using
medicine for theireves with-
out which they might have
been susceptible to hlindness.
They had battled the rain;
the hot sun and strong winds.
One of the main reasons
which had catalysed the proc-
e85 had been the absence of
rain and strong sun which
were instrumenial in the
completion of the process in
record time. Moreover a
miracle is that there was g
shower of rain after the com-
pletion of the scraping and
the cleaning of the Chaitiya,
the four Pariwara Chaitivas
and the Eth Pawura which

took all the dirt and the dust -

away without which huge wa-
ter hoses from water bowsers
would have had to be used. He
described this as a monmimens-
tal excise and added that they
had made vows for protec-

tion.
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“This was a gaa
cise where we ha
to the rope from a
we did the paint
other hand a trem
sonal risk, braw
the rain and ¢
gods. We could ey
en off the bamhb
ing,” he sajd.
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